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T his document covers the Transformation in Food Systems as a crucial part of the 
sustainable development agenda. It reflects the position of the Brazilian Business 
Council for Sustainable Development (CEBDS, in Portuguese), and of the companies 

participating in its Food Systems Working Group (WG) as well as the other signatory 
organizations.

According to the Scientific Group of the UN Food Systems Summit, “food systems include 
related resources, raw materials, production, transportation, processing and manufacturing 
industries, retail and food consumption, as well as their impacts on the environment, health 
and society.” The subject is therefore highly complex, demanding organized and committed 
action from many different stakeholders.

As a continental country with the largest tropical forest on the planet and one of the world’s 
largest producers and exporters of food1, Brazil needs to assume global leadership in the 
Agenda for Food Systems Transformation. With this in mind, the signatory companies of this 
document are committed to (i) promoting awareness and engaging global and domestic 
stakeholders regarding corporate action on the transformation of food systems; (ii) supporting 
an extensive discussion at strategic events, including the first UN Food Systems Summit, which 
will be held in September 2021; (iii) collaborating with the production chain by aggregating 
efforts to promote healthy, sustainable, inclusive and resilient food systems.

CEBDS and the signatory companies of this document mobilize and defend SEVEN priority 
measures:
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SCALING-UP LOW-CARBON, REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE THAT INCLUDES 
HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY AND PRECISION

Producing and preserving is possible. Some key ways that the business sector can scale-up and 
finance low carbon agricultural practices include; developing market mechanisms such as the 
Brazilian Emissions Trading System (SBCE)2; promoting policy and market for the payment 
of environmental services (PES)3; and instituting financial mechanisms, especially those 
for sustainable credits (green bonds and loans, and others linked to ESG4 targets). The low 
carbon practices include: Regenerative Agriculture5 (millions of hectares of degraded pastures 
can turn into major socio-economic environmental assets); ABC6 Plan Technologies [Recovery 
of Degraded Pastures, Crop-Livestock-Forest Integration, No-Tillage System, Biological 
Nitrogen Fixation , Planted Forests and Animal Waste Treatment]; Nature-Based Solutions 
(SbN)7 (production with biodiversity preservation, boosting the resilience of food systems); 
Technologies to increase productivity (an essential tool designed to combat the expansion of 
land use) and Precision Agriculture.

TRAINING FARMERS TO ADOPT MORE RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE 
PRODUCTION METHODS

Promoting the inclusion of different stakeholders in the agenda for sustainability and 
innovation in food systems provides an opportunity for the entire food production chain, 
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starting with the universalization of rural connectivity, a facilitator for training, innovation 
and inclusive remote development. Be it introducing virtual technologies in the field or 
promoting the best management practices among others, public, private, academia and 
civil society sectors need to fortify their technical assistance systems, promoting the 
application of new technologies, the traceability of suppliers, compliance with prevailing laws 
and the promotion of best health practices. The resilience of food production also depends 
on combating serious social problems, including forced labor and inequity. In order to do 
so, corporate governance must advocate for and create programs that eradicate forced 
labor and promote gender, race and ethnic equality. In this regard, one of the impetus 
is increased support for small and mid-sized rural producers by financial and business 
institutions through the creation of strategies that introduce opportunities, such as access 
to credit, sales and placing a just value on their products. Lastly, there needs to be a public 
and private effort to regulate land owning issues and solidify the best practices in the 
relationship between the business sector and productive communities in rural areas that 
is based on the premise of transparency between the parties and support of specialists in 
mediating business or territorial relations, in respect to the most vulnerable communities, 
including indigenous people, riverside communities and quilombolas.

REDUCING LOSSES AND WASTE

More than 30% of global food production is lost or wasted. If it is compared to a country’s 
GHG emissions, it would be equal to the third largest emitting country in a worldwide 
ranking8. This issue has two distinct origins: (i) losses stemming from the production 
process related to the post-harvest, storage and transport stages, and (ii) waste related to 
losses in retail, food services and overall household consumption. From a technological 
standpoint, biotechnologies are an important solution for developing crops that are resilient 
to climate and adverse conditions, therefore suffer less loss. However, it should be pointed 
out that technologies need to be continually evolving in order to reduce environmental 
impacts. For example, there are increasing transformations in the field of packaging that, 
through the creation of sustainable packaging, have been providing food security and 
less waste, without harming the environment. Production needs to be planned from the 
field to the table, focused on adopting strategies related to the stock and outflow in order to 
overcome inefficiencies in the production system. Technical assistance and technologies 
designed to connect producers to consumers are just some examples of strategies that 
can be adopted. In addition to the above, reducing losses and waste generates business 
opportunities by offering a range of profitable activities that can be further exploited, 
including the production of biogas, the sale of imperfect products and the creation of by-
products such as organic or bioplastic substrate. In a massive exporting country like Brazil, 
stronger investments by the public and private sectors are needed in infrastructure logistics 
for transport and storage. In addition, faster and more efficient customs processes have to 
be adopted, and laws designed to prevent the indiscriminate disposal of waste, such as 
food in landfill. Transversally, the business sector has to take on a leading role in expanding 
data on losses and waste so that the issue can be properly measured and managed. In the 
last link of the chain, food services need to monitor, plan and report not just losses and 
waste related to sales, but also those related to the production of meals, and use this data as 
indicators for financial and socio-environmental impact.
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ENSURING TRACEABILITY AND CERTIFICATION FOR SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION 
AND LEGAL COMPLIANCE THROUGHOUT THE PRODUCTION CHAIN

There are countless challenges involving the establishment of environmental governance in 
Brazil related to the agenda of Transformation in Food Systems, including the adoption of 
rules for the control, inspection and monitoring of the production chain and environmental 
responsibility. Traceability acts as the main tool guaranteeing transparency for the consumer 
– and other stakeholders – concerning sustainable production and legality throughout the 
production chain. To this end, companies play a fundamental role in investing in technology 
to monitor their supply chains and the origin of their products through satellite imaging and 
virtual tools, ensuring that the entry, organization, transparency, legality and reliability 
of data is duly and regularly audited by third parties. For its part, the State can help to 
leverage these investments by supporting private initiatives in developing self-regulatory 
programs. Furthermore, promoting the entire value chain, particularly for consumers, 
through certified products is essential for growing the certification and traceability market, 
enhancing the products produced in a sustainable and responsible manner. For this to happen, 
companies need to play a primary role in driving behavioral changes in the entire food 
chain – from producers to consumers – which will come from training, education, stakeholder 
and supplier management, technical assistance and corporate governance.

RAISING CONSUMERS’ AWARENESS ABOUT HEALTHY9 AND SUSTAINABLE 
CHOICES

Consumer empowerment is increasingly evident, seen in the growing demand for healthy and 
sustainable products. Accordingly, making information available on how food systems work, 
as well as on their impacts, needs to be a joint effort from a number of different stakeholders. 
The business sector recognizes its important role in discussions on building content and 
communicating it. Among other multi-sectoral collaborative construction initiatives, the 
CEBDS Food Systems WG is an effective way to combat individualistic logic and work in a 
systemic manner to resolve common challenges. In this context, consumers need to have 
access to detailed information about each product, explaining its composition and the socio-
environmental impacts of its production. This type of information can be displayed on product 
labels and/or posted on companies’ social media.

EXPANDING ACCESS TO HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE DIETS

Thanks to research, innovation and technology, Brazil has moved in recent decades from being 
a food importer to one of the largest exporters in the world¹, ensuring food security for millions 
of people. Nevertheless, 10.3 million Brazilians live with severe food insecurity10 . Navigating 
macro issues such as income distribution, logistics, climate changes, scarcity of resources and 
loss & waste of food, the business sector is looking for solutions to supply the population with 
affordable food that is also beneficial for health and the planet.

One of the biggest efforts by public authorities – which must gain scale to leverage the 
action of the business sector in boosting the offer of such products – is to facilitate access to 
financing lines and credit for the production and sales of Brazilian socio-biodiversity food 
that adhere to health and sustainability standards. Next, higher public procurement targets 
should be set for these types of foods. Meanwhile, the business sector has other responsibilities, 
such as: (i) supporting education initiatives along the value chain to educate consumers 
and suppliers on healthy and more sustainable diets; (ii) including the support/adoption of 
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1 ABIA - Números do Setor - 2020
2 CEBDS e ICS - Nota Técnica: WorkShop Técnico sobre Mercado de Carbono no Brasil - 2020
3 Diário oficial da União -PSA - Política de Pagamento por Serviços Ambientais - 2021 
4 ANBIMA - Guia ASG - 2020
5 ScienceDirect - Global Food Security - 2020 + Frontiers In - “O que é agricultura regenerativa? Uma revisão das defini-

ções do acadêmico e do profissional com base em processos e resultados” - 2020
6 MAPA - Plano Setorial de Mitigação e de Adaptação às Mudanças Climáticas para a Consolidação de uma Economia de 

Baixa Emissão de Carbono na Agricultura - 2012 
7 CEBDS e ICS - “Oportunidade e Barreiras no financiamento de SbN” - 2020, (NbS) são ações que visam a usar os servi-

ços da natureza para solucionar problemas ambientais, econômicos e sociais. Elas geralmente podem ser usadas em 
conjunção com outros tipos de intervenção. Entretanto, a abrangência desses problemas e a elegibilidade das soluções 
variam na literatura que tenta qualificar e conceituar as NbS

8 FAO - “combate às perdas e ao desperdício de alimentos”- 2017 
9 FAO and WHO “Sustainable Healthy Dietas Guiding Principles” 2019 - “Dietas saudáveis sustentáveis são padrões ali-

mentares que promovem todas as dimensões da saúde dos desejados e bem-estar; têm baixa pressão ambiental e 
impacto; são conquistados, baratas, seguras e equitativas; e são culturalmente aceitáveis. ”

10 POF/ IBGE: 2017-2018
11 Science Based Targets - Metas baseadas na ciência mostram às empresas quanto e com que rapidez elas precisam 

reduzir suas emissões de gases de efeito estufa (GEE) para evitar os piores efeitos das mudanças climáticas - Workshop 
CEBDS 2017

programs in its business strategy to combat obesity, malnutrition and hunger; (iii) making 
the gradual transition from the quality of ingredients to more nutritious, healthy and 
sustainable options; (iv) adapting their business models; (v) developing new products to 
fulfill the demands of emerging markets. On the other hand, nutrition also needs to be made 
available to the less fortunate, which has been performed by the business sector through food 
donation programs along with other initiatives. To increase the volume of donations in Brazil, 
major regulatory steps – such as consolidating tax incentives and extending the valid date 
of products for donation – will support companies in this activity.

SCIENCE AND COMMUNICATION: BUILDING SCIENTIFIC DATA AND 
COMMUNICATING IT TO THE ENTIRE PRODUCTION CHAIN

The business sector needs to rely on scientific data11 to report on its operations and consequent 
impacts. Public authorities also need to implement public policies based on science. To 
expand scientific knowledge, private investment in Research and Development (R&D) has 
to be increased significantly. The information derived from R&D, innovation, technology and 
mechanisms to mobilize natural and social assets, in addition to being communicated to the 
chain and consumers, must be included in the sustainability reports and verified for application 
of the Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) standards, which can be determinants 
for corporate sustainability and can be an indispensable asset for obtaining corporate 
funding. Regarding communication, the collaboration among various stakeholders will be 
incredibly important to boost the sustainable development of the agri-food sector, as well as 
to convey the best practices of the Brazilian food production chain for both consumers and 
international entities.

The signatory companies of this position paper understand that the 7 aforementioned 
actions comprise corporate priorities that should serve as a basis for advancing the 
transformation of food systems in Brazil. In this sense, this document is highly important 
for strengthening the corporate position on the topic, in addition to fostering cooperation 
between the various stakeholders so they jointly mobilize and engage actions that will drive 
this agenda in the country.
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https://www.abia.org.br/numeros-setor
https://cebds.org/publicacoes/nota-tecnica-workshop-tecnico-sobre-mercado-de-carbono-no-brasil/#.YJWCfmZKheM
https://www.in.gov.br/en/web/dou/-/lei-n-14.119-de-13-de-janeiro-de-2021-310840176
https://www.anbima.com.br/data/files/1A/50/EE/31/BFDEF610CA9C4DF69B2BA2A8/ANBIMA-Guia-ASG-2019.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912420300584
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2020.577723/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2020.577723/full
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/sustentabilidade/plano-abc/arquivo-publicacoes-plano-abc/download.pdf
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/sustentabilidade/plano-abc/arquivo-publicacoes-plano-abc/download.pdf
https://cebds.org/publicacoes/oportunidades-e-barreiras-no-financiamento-de-solucoes-baseadas-na-natureza/#.YJWDPWZKheM
http://www.fao.org/platform-food-loss-waste/flw-data/es/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241516648
https://agenciadenoticias.ibge.gov.br/agencia-sala-de-imprensa/2013-agencia-de-noticias/releases/28896-pof-2017-2018-proporcao-de-domicilios-com-seguranca-alimentar-fica-abaixo-do-resultado-de-2004
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/
https://cebds.org/metas-baseadas-na-ciencia/#.YJWIymZKheM
https://cebds.org/metas-baseadas-na-ciencia/#.YJWIymZKheM
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